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SUBJECT: PUERTO RICAN INQUIRY REGARDING NAVAL EXERCISES 

1. TRANSPORT DIVISION CHIEF OF VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS 
INFORMED EMBASSY THAT SECRETARY OF STATE OF COMMONWEALTH OF 
PUERTO 

RICO SENT DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO VENEZUELAN CONSUL SAN JUAN, MAKING 
REFERENCE TO ALLEGATION THAT UNITED STATES AND VENEZUELAN NAVIES 
DURING JOINT MANEUVERS USE ISLA DE CULEBRA FOR GUNNERY AND BOMBING 
TARGET. 

2. NOTE ALSO ASKS WHETHER VENEZUELAN NAVY AT ANY TIME IN PAST OR 
PRESENT HAS IN FACT, BEEN OR IS USING ISLA DE CULEBRA FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL CONSIDERS THAT (1) CHANNEL USED FOR 
THIS INQUIRY WAS NOT PROPER; (2) PUERTO RICO IS ASKING FOR SOMETHING 
LIKE A GOOD CONDUCT" CERTIFICATE; AND ( 3) IF VENEZUELAN NAVY HAS 
EVER PRACTICED GUNNERY DURING JOINT EXERCISES THIS MUST HAVE 
BEEN WITH KNOWLEDGE OF PUERTO RICAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH UNITED 
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STATES NAVY. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL WISHES MATTER HANDLED WITH 
DISCRETION AS HE DOES NOT WANT TO DISTURB PRESENT RELATIONS 
WITH PUERTO RICO, BUT HE DOES DESIRE CLARIFICATION AS TO 
PURPOSE OF THIS NOTE. 

5. US MILITARY GROUP HERE ADVISES THAT VENEZUELAN VESSELS HAVE 
PARTICIPATED IN SHORE BOMBARDMENT ( NO AERIAL BOMBING) TARGET 
PRACTICE EXERCISES AT ISLA DE CULEBRA DURING THEIR PARTICIPATION 
IN ANNUAL US FLEET EXERCISES ( SPRINGBOARD). UNDER THIS ARRANGE- 
MENT VESSELS ARRIVE AT RANGE AND FIRE AT TARGET INDEPENDENTLY BUT 
UNDER SCHEDULE PREPARED FOR SPRINGBOARD OPERATION BY 

COMC ARIB SEAFRON. 

MILGP STATES ALL INQUIRES AS TO USE OF CULBERA TARGET COMPLEX 
SHOULD BE REFERRED TO COMCARIBSEAFRON ( RADM N. G. WARD) WHO IS 
SCHEDULING AND COORDINATING AUTHOIRTY FOR CULEBRA RANGE. 

6. COMMENT: IN ANY EVENT. THIS MATTER SEEMS NOW A REDUNDANT 
EXERCISE FOR TWO REASONS: ( A) US DECISION TO REMOVE CULEBRA 
ISLAND AS A FUTURE NAVAL GUNNERY RANGE; AND ( B) DECISION OF 
VENEZUELAN NAVY NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS YEAR' S UNITAS XIV. 

7. REQUEST DEPARTMENT' S GUIDANCE FOR ANSWER TO GOV INQUIRY. 
MCCLINTOCK 
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